
 

 AFRICA SAFARI C  
 
This adventure continues from A&B blogs. I enjoyed three wonderful Private Game Reserves: 
Timbavati, Tanda Tula and San Bona. The first two are located west of the famous Kruger Park. They 
both have more vegetation; tall grass in March and a variety of big trees. Later blogs you will see that 
San Bona is open with semi-arid rolling hills and plains with few trees and low bush and grass. All 
three Reserves offered a great variety of wild animals and birds. Included in this Blog C is a great 
surprise! One of The Big Five and close-up!  
 
These photos are from Timbavati and Tanda Tula  
 

THE CAST 
 
Birds. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ōƛǊŘǎΦ {ƻƳŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇǳǊŦƻǿƭΣ ŎŀǾƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘƛƴƎ 
dance that entertained for many minutes. Exciting to photo: Lilac roller, spurfowl, paradise glider, 
cape vulture, red-billed ox-pecker, red-billed hornbill, snake eagle. 
 
Animals: Big surprise (read down), elephants, rhinos, giraffes, zebra, warthog, lion, buffalo, nayla, 
bushbuck, impala, kudu, South Africa cat, wild dogs, squirrel.  
 
Reptiles: leopard turtle, lizard  
 
Primates: baboons  
 
Insect: scorpion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Thirsty male lion night - photo 
near the Camp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Figure 2 Mature kudu with great double twist antlers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3 African leopard turtle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4 Elephant family grazing on the 
move with three young  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 5 Zebra family munching on the 
move  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6 Impalas are fast runners and great 
leapers their main means of defence  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 7 Beautiful female nyala  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Figure 8 Nyala baby with mum  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9 Impala and big mature male  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10 Impala mum dad and baby  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 11 Superb smiling kudu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 12 Lucky to catch the massive, 
mature, majestic male kudu. They are shy 
and well camouflaged  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 13 Nyala family with male on alert  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 14 Great to have the female nyala smile for 
the camera  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15 Baby Bushbuck with white dots  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 16 Baboons dig in holes in river bed 
made by elephants to get water  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 17 Raptor takes flight  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 18 Male Spurfowl puts on an amazing acrobatic dance for his 
sweetheart  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 19 Red billed ox-pecker  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 20 Swainson's spurfowl  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21 Red billed hornbills  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 22 Red billed ox-pecker takes flight  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 23 Paradise glider  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 24 Brown African snake eagle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 25 Vulture Might be cape vulture. Vultures have had a bad 
wrap and many now under threat. They are large often reviled, sit in 
dead trees and easy to shoot. They need protection!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 26 Lilac roller bird on a cool morning 
facing sunrise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 27 Lilac breasted Roller bird so beautiful  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 28 Lilac breasted roller bird chirps in the 
morning sunrise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 29 Vulture catches the early sunrise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CƛƎǳǊŜ ол ¢ƘŜ {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇǳǊŦƻǿƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀƴŎŜ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 31 The spurfowl kiss and make up 
after his crazy, wild dance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 32 Meet the dugga boys. These 
males have been put out to mud! Yes mud! 
The locals have so named them as the 
"Mud" or the Swahili "dugga boys". As they 
are forced out of the propagation game by 
younger males, they get to spend their 
retirement years in glorious mud baths. 
What a life?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 33 Dugga boy very, very dangerous  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 34 Massive dugga buffalo pair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 35 Not easily spotted a large African 
wild cat  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 36 Baby elephant walks un bothered 
right beside out truck.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 37 The setting sun catches the giant 
elephant lips and trunk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 38 The elephant is unafraid of our 
tiny truck. She carefully plucks tasty 
flowers right beside the truck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 39 Our clever guides almost always 
position our truck to get a great view of the 
wild life. Stunning to see the elephants 
walk slowly by grazing along the way  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


